
HORSES FOR COURSES

There's a special link betweenVilla
as Nigei Shaw explains...

We may not be in the same league as Jim Lewis and Best

Mate, but my company are also flying the Villa colours in

the equertrian world.

Having supoorled ihe club for more years than I carc tc r"ememCer

- I was a shareholder at jirst one day old - it seenrecj approofrate that

my horse izcing colours should be claret and Dlue.

Unfor-tunately the team s exact desrgn of claret'r'rh b|,re sleeves

was not ava;,aoe'-Om Weatnerby s v. ,no COlt fO: 'dr tno 
j 'Or"Fe' :

Northampton headquarlers, a certa'n Peter Sa'.,iiie raving alread)

registered them.

5o the best that couk: be desrgned,#as ciafei,//tn a clre

chevron. and blue sleeves vrth claret 5tar5.

Based rn West Some:set w th our own all-i"eather manege and

the use of a six-furlong al1-weather gallcp. I currently run N55 Racing,

whlch enables peopie to realise an afiordable drearn. \rye put togethef

syndrcates oi I 0 people to rake on a horse to run eithef or the Flat of

ovef the Jumps.
The horses ali run n Vrlia colcu.s. Nor only Co the

jockey s silks po(ray our famous colours. the

horses also sport ciaiet ard b;de lro'.."

ba,ros when 'acr1g ard c a'el ?^c f ue 'Jgs #

vr 'ar .e r ' re)  3 'g 1rzvslr ,1g 3r l  :e -g ei  , :  o 'o '

to the jockeys being egged-Lip

We aiso have a ve,] n ce c es;:;e l orlect

v/ho a,so carres t reV,t la CocL-S,. ie-  _r-e s

compet'ng, We take it a stage {u:ther: tco - our

ho.se-bor s ciaret r/th b Le logc a-c e'1e1^g

So how did thrs life-trnre of claret aird illue

stad? Well rny gr€at-urcle 'ras Jac< Jones,
lvho was a nrember oi:he Yrlla board 'rvay

and the world of horseracing,

back n l9C5 and slbsequert l )  becanecnarrran r  ;925. replaong

Frederick Rrrder: iack .vas cha ' lrar :r.t, l  1936. '.,;f 'sn Qinsqr tL'nsc the

t ih la< r . . r  tnn!  
-  

r  hn: 'n r l : rp

My fatner: A f Snar'. rac a so beer a V' la r. 'ar ai nis I ie. He lvas a

gfeai frrefd oi anotre: Vrlla cha rran Frec Norr:arsei n tte ior"tres.

and iulf i l ted a , fet r ',e arb t on of beco'r ng a ,irce-Pr€srceat oi t l.e cl! i)

n the iate s xies. He r,1s also cha,.ra. of tre l or.s Cl"rb :r ore si:ge,

l r -  i957 Dac borro, / ied' .  TUcl  to l fe di ;ma,v c la i  arVr i la Park.

rho FA f ,,n rnn hrn,,oht t tn n ,,. hon:e in Haldsi.rortr V./ood. I \!as

ertrernelv y6gng ther. bur I remember ni- b"irgrng n a dar( batter ec

box a^ v/onder,ng ,lnat rvas rs de

\\ 'Fa- -a.a4.p.  
.  1 .  . . . r< o.e O.:r .ose V,O\\ ,aJre^LS n

vour life. Man;- ptotograpas were raken and '.rhen wo.<j Pot cut.

n i - .c l i '  ea:  r^^ote.alpl t  r t  n.  -  
j 'nr t  

d-nr la (Fp

the ianroL.rs troph).

A.: a iamilv'rve'rvere atl seaso,l t ickei holders ard my srster aisc

nafi:ed a Vil ia :rar. J"1v rr3ce. Lcrise \.V ,iar'rs )rcuCl!

ccni,aLeg :1-e tl lCrtro. as si e :as Deer i seasci

e rlo'te E^o 'o- a - u-De
& 

fcket hoide!'rn 11,

*
j- Unfo{ilnately I dcn't ger to s€e many games

- 

these cay6, aj ihe horses are a)4/7 opefatron

- 

and \^l'est Count,] leams seem to ha'.'e an

.- aversroe tc oiaying,n the Prenrer LeaSue.

-il I iu:i haYe to hoqe Brrsto: City ga n
.\*
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